A Sanctified Life

(Gen 5:18-23)


Introduction:

There are a lot of things that happen at the moment of salvation.  We are oblivious to the majority of these things as they happen.  It is only later, because of preaching and studying the Bible, that we learn of these things.  One of the things that happens the moment we get saved is that God sanctifies us.  There are two main definitions of the word “sanctification”: to be made holy and to be set apart.  When we get saved, God sanctifies us.  This is our positional sanctification (1 Cor 6:11) and it is an eternal sanctification.  After we are saved, we have a present sanctification wherein we sanctify ourselves from the works of the flesh (1 Thess 4:3).  There is also a future sanctification (1 Thess 5:23-24) wherein we are made completely holy.  There is a man in the Old Testament about whom we are not given a great amount of details.  He was born 622 years after the Creation and 365 years later he was nowhere to be found.  He is a man, the Bible says, that pleased God.  He is a type of the Church and I believe his life presents for us a great lesson in sanctification; his was a life that was set apart.
I. Enoch was set apart from the world

a. Enoch lived in a wicked time

i. Before the flood
ii. Things getting worse and worse

b. Maintained a life that was set apart from the world
i. Had a choice like all men

1. Lived in Dispensation of Conscience

2. No indwelling of the Holy Spirit

ii. Chose to be set apart from the world and sin

c. When we get saved we get sanctified; set apart from the world positionally

i. We are never going to pay for our sins in the world

ii. We must decide, like Enoch had to, if we will set ourselves apart from the world in our daily walk

iii. Should be easier for us because we have the indwelling Spirit of God to guide us and convict when we are not on track

iv. So many Christians choose to remain in or return to the world

d. Enoch was not on the fence

i. He walked with God 300 years (vs. 22)

1. Most likely the previous 65 also

2. Adam was alive during Enoch’s lifetime and may have told Enoch about the joy of walking with God

ii. His wasn’t a walk of convenience

1. He didn’t just throw God a bone now and again

2. So many Christians think they’re doing God a favor when they give up something in the world

3. It’s rarely, if ever, easy to stay set apart from the world
4. When the going gets tough how many of us keep going?

II. Enoch was set apart unto God

a. He walked with God (vs. 22, 24)
b. It is not enough to be set apart from the world; we must be set apart unto something
i. Monks are set apart from the world
ii. Hardline Muslims are set apart from the world

iii. We must be set apart unto something

c. Paul was separated unto the gospel of God (Rom 1:1)

d. Enoch’s life was one of great devotion to God

i. He separated himself from the world in order to be close to God

ii. He had a faithful servant’s heart
e. Enoch spent a great deal of time walking in fellowship with God

i. He must have been in agreement with God (Amos 3:3)

ii. He had the testimony that he pleased God (Heb 11:5)

iii. We can just imagine Enoch going out somewhere alone and just spending hours talking with the Lord

1. I have read of people like Moody who had such a close relationship with God in prayer that he would often switch in the middle of a conversation with a person to speaking with God in prayer

2. This type of close walk is what God desires

f. Enoch spent a great deal of time prophesying of God
i. Enoch clearly knew God’s message

ii. Someone who spends as much time as Enoch walking with God is going to know God

iii. He prophesied about the Lord’s return and of judgment (Jude 14:15)

iv. Surely he had a burden for the condition of those around him
1. One who is in close fellowship with God knows of the joy therein

2. There is a burden for those who do not know

g. Simply focusing our lives on how separated we are from the world is not enough

i. Too many independent Baptists think that dress standards and abstaining from movies, television, rock music, alcohol, tobacco, is enough to show a spiritual, sanctified life

ii. These things are good but we must be separated from the world and UNTO God
iii. We separate ourselves from these things to free us from their bondage so that we may serve God

iv. Enoch’s separated life from sin and unto God earned him the distinction of being one who pleased God (Heb 11:5)

1. Our desire should be nothing less than pleasing God

2. It is the entire purpose of our lives! (Rev 4:11)

III. Enoch was set apart from the coming judgment (vs. 24)
a. Enoch is a type of the Church, or the individual Christian, in that he was translated and taken from this earth before God sent his judgment on it
i. Enoch did not know beforehand that this would happen

ii. God did this for him because of His own grace

b. No Christian will be on this earth during the next coming judgment: the Tribulation

i. Unlike Enoch, we know about this

ii. Enoch served God out of love for Him; out of a desire to serve Him; because he knew that serving God was the best way to live a life

iii. We know what God has in store for us

1. We know that God has given us eternal life

2. We know that God has taken our sins away and we will never have to pay the price for them

3. We know that God offers us the opportunity at an inheritance if we will only be faithful to Him

4. We have the written promises of God in the Bible, which Enoch did not have

5. Yet we still do not live a sanctified life; a life set apart for God

6. The majority of Christians in America today can’t live a live set apart for God because they can’t first live a life that is set apart from the world
7. Enoch did not have all of the blessings we have in this Dispensation, yet still he lived a sanctified life, and that for nearly 5 times as long as the average lifespan today
a. He served faithfully for 365 years

b. Most Christians today can barely go a week in a truly sanctified life

c. Enoch was set apart until the end

i. Enoch remained set apart from the world and unto God until one day God said it was enough and took him

ii. Enoch did not know the Lord was going to take him; he just got up one day and went about his normal daily sanctified walk with God

iii. Christians have the blessing and joy of knowing that there will be a day that the same happens to us

1. There are some that will be around when the Rapture occurs

2. We would do well to be found at that time, like Enoch, living out a sanctified life; a life set apart from the world and set apart unto God

Conclusion:

Enoch knew of the difficulties associated with a life that is set apart from the world.  He knew of the temptations and burdens of this world.  Yet, he also knew that the best place in this world to be is in the presence of God.  He knew that no amount of hardship this world could bring to him could outweigh the blessings of faithful fellowship with God.  We are in a better situation than Enoch, in that we have the Holy Spirit of God living within us.  We have greater power to resist this world and live a life set apart from the world and unto God.  Like Enoch, we should determine that we are going to sanctify ourselves daily and set ourselves apart from this world and set ourselves apart unto our God so that we may be found faithful and may be found to be one who pleases God.
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