Redemption

(Rom 3:24)


Introduction:
The Bible is a book about a King.  From the beginning of the Old Testament all the way down to the end of Revelation that Book is about a King named Jesus Christ.  There is a very common and recurring theme in this Book that serves to show us just how gracious and loving this King is.  This recurring theme is that the very creation of this King rejected Him and is now living in a fallen sin-cursed state.  The choice of man to reject God and to fall into sin brought about a question for the ages: how can man regain sinless status in the eyes of God?  The answer, is that man cannot do this; man is completely incapable of making himself sinless in the eyes of God.  But God commendeth his love toward us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.  
God provided a way in which man may be redeemed.  Redemption is when someone buys back something that previously belonged to him.  God created man and man belonged to God until man willfully rebelled against God in sin.  But God paid the price to buy man back to Himself and offers this redemption to all men who will accept it.  It is this idea of redemption that we look at here.
I. What is redemption?

a. Past Redemption
i. Redeemed from the curse of the law
1. Gal 3:13

2. What is the curse of the law?

a. Gal 3:10

b. Those who are under the law and do not do all the things written therein

ii. Redeemed to a sinless state

1. Rom 3:24

2. Being justified: when we are redeemed we become sinless in God’s eyes

a. We get the righteousness of God imparted to us

b. We are not tied to the filthiness of the flesh any longer

c. This is only possible because of God’s provision

iii. Redeemed by the blood of Jesus

1. Eph 1:7 and Col 1:14
2. Not by corruptible things

a. 1 Pet 1:8

b. Silver and gold are no good to establish sinless perfection

c. They are corruptible and imperfect in and of themselves

d. The sinless blood of Christ is perfect to the cleansing of all sin completely

iv. Redeemed once and only once

1. Heb 9:12

2. Our redemption does not have to be repeated over and over

3. Jesus was our sinless sacrifice and His own blood was all that was and is needed

4. The OT priests had to continually offer sacrifices to atone for sins but not so with Jesus

b. Present Redemption

i. Redemption is a possession
1. Eph 1:7 “In whom we HAVE”
2. Present tense

3. It is not a “hope so” or a “have if”

ii. Redemption is ongoing

1. Tit 2:14

2. Jesus is able to redeem us from ALL iniquity

a. Our past iniquities, present and future

b. He is not limited to redeeming only the past

3. Redemption is part of our purifying
a. While we are in the flesh we are still in the battle with the old nature

b. God can give us the victory over that battle by His daily redemption

c. This has nothing to do with working to keep your salvation but to keep your testimony and standing with God

c. Future Redemption

i. Redemption is eternal
1. Eph 4:30

2. “Ye are sealed”

a. We seal things presently so they will keep until some certain time in the future

b. When we get saved we are redeemed and sealed with that redemption until the day of redemption

c. NOTHING can uncork that seal – Rom 8:38-39

ii. Redemption of our bodies

1. Rom 8:22-23

2. Php 3:20-21

3. 1 Cor 15:52

4. We look forward to the future when God is going to finish the redemption and our bodies will be changed
5. We will have a body like Jesus’ and never again be in the battle with the old nature

II. Why? What’s in it for God?
Transitional Note: Why would God even consider redeeming man when all man does is curse God?  Why would God pay such a price to redeem man?  What does He get out of this because it sounds like it is just all bonus for us?
a. Redeemed so we are able to serve Him
i. Eph 2:10

ii. After we are saved (redeemed) we now have the ability to work for God

iii. We can serve Him with our lives

b. Redeemed so we are able to glorify Him

i. 1 Cor 6:20

ii. He bought us, he paid a great price

iii. We are now able to glorify Him with our lives; in fact He expects it

c. Redeemed so we are able to sing praises unto Him

i. Ps 71:23

ii. Ps 103:1-2,4

iii. Ps 107:2

iv. How can we not praise Him for what He has done?
1. Where would we be if it were not for God redeeming us?

2. Think of what you used to be or what you may have been

3. Think of what God has saved you from

4. When something good happens to us we want to tell others. Why would this be any different?

d. Redeemed so we are able to fulfill our purpose in life

i. Rev 4:11
ii. The whole purpose for which we were created was to please God

iii. When we have been redeemed we have been given the ability to fulfill the whole purpose of our lives

iv. This is why God made the provision for us to be redeemed; this is what He gets out of it

1. Yet God is SO good that He even offers us rewards for making our lives pleasing to Him

2. As if Heaven were not enough, we are given the opportunity to earn rewards for doing what we should want to do in the first place

3. Our God is so good; how can we not spend our lives praising Him?

Conclusion:

All throughout the Bible God shows Himself to be everything that we are not.  He is loving, peaceful, longsuffering, good, faithful, gracious, merciful and He has done so much for us.  The price He paid to redeem us was no small price.  The fact that He even cared enough to do this speaks volumes about Him.  We must constantly remind ourselves of what God has done for us and remember that He did it so that we could fulfill our lot in life, which is to bring Him pleasure by simply being obedient to His desires.
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