A Lesson on Pride From the Meekest Man on Earth (Num 12:1-15)


Introduction:
· There is an epidemic in our world today; pride runs rampant
· A focus on lifting up man and his accomplishments

· At the same time denying God and His hand in our lives

· Sports figures who claim their greatness on TV, magazines, websites, etc.

· Children see this and think it is normal and acceptable

· Very few seek to truly give God the glory

I. Pride Brings Sinful Actions (Num 12:1-2a)
A. Aaron and Miriam were lifted up of their own pride
1. They were right there with Moses; Aaron especially took part in many of the miracles
2. They thought they should receive more public glory
B. This pride turned into an action (vs. 1)
1. Happened to Lucifer (Isa 14:12-14)
a. Eze 28 describes the beauty and position of Lucifer
b. His pride caused him to think too much of himself and he acted upon it

2. Happened to King Saul (1 Sam 18:7-11)
a. After David slew Goliath the people sang of David’s victory

b. Saul’s pride brought jealousy and the desire to kill David

3. It can happen to anyone of us

a. The most dangerous action is rejecting Christ

II. Pride Brings Judgment
A. God heard what was said (vs. 2b)
1. He hears it all
2. He knows it all
B. Their actions angered God (vs. 9a)

1. He is capable of anger

2. Ps 7:11 God judgeth the righteous, and God is angry with the wicked every day.

C. He dealt with it immediately (vs. 4)
1. He spake suddenly

2. vs. 5-8 we see the rebuke of God
D. The punishment is immediate and openly visible (vs. 10)

1. There was no delay in punishment

2. The sin was not open

a. Miriam and Aaron were not speaking against Moses in public but in secret

b. God dealt with it in public

c. David’s sin with Bathsheba; “What we cover God uncovers. What we uncover God covers.”
E. All men will be judged (Heb 9:27)

1. Either Judgment Seat of Christ or GWT

2. Sinful actions have consequences

a. Some near term and some long term
F. Once Aaron sees the punishment he repents (vs. 11-12)
1. He knows Moses is the one who can get God to heal Miriam

2. He shows a changed heart; God’s rebuke worked on Aaron
a. God’s rebuke worked on Aaron

b. Miriam says nothing and God does makes her endure the punishment (vs. 14-15)
III. Meekness Brings Exaltation (Num 12:3,6-8)
A. Moses had every reason to be filled with pride

1. Raised in a King’s palace (Ex 2:10)

2. Called of God & had direct fellowship with God

a. Vs. 8a God speaks directly to Moses not through visions or dreams (vs. 6)

3. Used to perform mighty miracles

a. Parting Red Sea, Water from the rock

4. Given authority over many people

B. Yet he humbles himself regularly before God (Num 16:4; 16:22; 20:6)

C. His humbleness brings praise of God (Num 12:3, 7-8a)

1. It is a lasting praise
2. It is pure praise from the true and righteous judge

3. Lifting ourselves up is pointless; it is temporary and will not end well
a. 1 Pet 1:24  For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away:
4. But when lifted up by God; it is eternal and there is no sweeter end

D. Moses receives exaltation of the proper sort
1. Exalting yourself is never the proper way
2. So how do I stay humble?
a. When the 19th century American evangelist Asahel Nettleton was asked what he considered the best safeguard against spiritual pride, he replied: “I know of nothing better than to keep my eye on my great sinfulness.”

b. Remember what you are (Rom 3:23)

c. Rom 7:18a For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing

3. Let God exalt you in due time
a. Mt 23:12b  he that shall humble himself shall be exalted
Conclusion:
· The Bible is a perfect mirror; it reflects back to us what we truly are.

· God uses His Book to warn us of the cost of our pride and other sins

· A heart filled with pride is a loaded gun in the hands of a dangerous criminal

· We must realize our sinful condition; how we are vulnerable to pride and its costs

· We should learn from Moses and humble ourselves; we should seek to do right and let God lift us up in due time
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