
Trouble With Young Preachers (1 Kings 13:1-24)
Introduction:
· Young preachers are great; excited, eager to serve, ready to watch the Lord work

· Must be very cautious in ministries and walk

· Tend to be susceptible to being led astray, not so much by evil influences but by well-respected, well-known men of God

· This passage shows the dangers involved in such a thing

· We see a man of God who is on the right path, clearly in the will of God, yet he allows an influence into his life that destroys his ministry

Interrogative: Are we cautious in our influences?

I. The Man of God

a. He is God-called and sent

i. Called “the man of God” throughout chapter

ii. Came out of Judah…(vs. 1)

iii. …by the word of the Lord…(vs. 1)

iv. Speaks a message directly from the Lord (vs. 2-3)

v. Had the Lord’s ear (vs. 6)

b. He knows the will of God

i. He goes directly to Beth-el to proclaim his message (vs. 1)

1. Prov 4:25-27 Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight before thee. Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established.  Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil. 
ii. He withstands Jeroboam (vs. 4)

iii. He resists temptation of Jeroboam (vs. 7)

1. Simple decision for him; he knew of the wickedness of Jeroboam

2. It is not difficult to withstand things that are openly wicked and vile

a. Especially true when we know we will be seen of men

II. The Man’s Message

a. Prophesied of Josiah

i. This was 300 years prior, also showing he was a man of God

b. Prophesied the proof of his first prophesy: the altar broken

i. Prophecy of Josiah wouldn’t come true for 300 yrs

ii. This prophecy would come true almost immediately (1 Cor 1:22a)

c. Prophesy of the altar came true thus showing him a true prophet (Deut 13)

d. After resisting Jeroboam in vs. 7-9 he begins his return to Judah

e. He was wise to complete his mission and immediately leave that wicked place

III. The Man’s Mistake

a. Not long after leaving Jeroboam the man of God made a critical mistake (vs. 14)

i. He veered off the path

1. Prov 4:25-27

ii. The man of God was found sitting under an oak

1. They are most likely not in Judah

2. The man of God was likely tired, hungry, thirsty

3. He should have kept on going so as not to linger any longer in this sinful place

b. The old prophet shows up

i. Immediately temptation begins (vs. 15)

ii. The man of God resists again with the word of God

iii. The old prophet responds by throwing doubt on God’s word

1. Word of God questioned and doubt crept in
2. Doubt on God’s words has been Satan’s trademark from the beginning
iv. Once doubt crept in, the man of God takes his eyes off the word of God

1. He sees this man as trustworthy because he claims to be a prophet

2. He should have recognized the warning signs:

a. If this man was a true prophet, why didn’t God use him to prophesy against Jeroboam instead of the young man?

b. Why would God change His mind and allow the man to stay and eat?

c. Why would God reveal a change in plans for the young man to the old man alone?

3. He was enticed by the offer for rest, food, and water

a. Jas 1:14-15 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.  Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 

v. He gives in to the same offer given him by Jeroboam

1. This time the one making the offer was not overtly wicked

a. This offer came from

i. A “fellow preacher”

ii. A respected seminary/Bible College professor

iii. A well-known preacher

iv. The pastor of a very large church

v. A man who appears to be very spiritual

b. The decision to follow God’s direction became a fuzzy this time

c. He should have stuck with the word of the Lord

IV. The Man’s Destruction

a. The old prophet was a wolf in sheep’s clothing (Mat 7:15)

b. The old prophet was used of the devil to destroy what was likely to be a mighty ministry

c. One simple mistake of disobedience cost this man:

i. His life (vs. 23-24)

ii. His testimony (vs. 25-26) 

iii. His ministry (vs. 33-34)

Conclusion:
· The man of God started off so well; he was obedient to God, resisted temptation by the word of God

· He was not prepared to deal with temptation that came from what he perceived as a trusted source

· Must never allow our respect or admiration of any man to turn us away from the truth of God’s word

· God will never use a man to counteract what He has already revealed in scripture
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