Beware of the Watchman

(Isa 56:10-12)

Introduction:
This passage is a solemn warning to us to beware of watchmen who are derelict in their duty.  A watchman is the same thing as a sentinel to the military.  A sentinel is a soldier who has been tasked to stand guard and observe the surroundings.  He is to observe and provide warning of any danger.  One of the most important principles of war is Surprise.  We want to be able to surprise our enemy but at the same time we want to be certain that we are not surprised by our enemies.  Watchmen are there for the purpose of reducing the chances of being surprised by an enemy.  In spiritual terms, watchmen are preachers.  The preacher is there to warn the flock of potential danger, but like the watchmen described in this passage, there are preachers today who are derelict in their duty.  But let me bring this down to an even more personal level.  All Christians are watchmen.  We are there to warn others of lurking danger.  God has placed the responsibility on us all to take part in warning the lost of the dangers of sin.  Yet there are so many Christians who are derelict in their duties as watchmen.  This passage gives us a great look at derelict watchmen and their characteristics.
I. They are Blind (vs. 10)

Note: Colons are used to inform the reader that what follows proves, explains, or provides elements related to what is before the colon. Here is how/why he is blind:
a. Ignorant

i. They are ignorant of the danger that is out there

1. There are enemies
a. World
b. Flesh

c. Devil (1 Pet 5:8 and 2 Tim 2:26)

2. Enemies in warfare seek to destroy

a. This world seeks to do nothing but pull you in and make you completely ineffective

b. Your flesh seeks to please itself and cares nothing for the things of God

c. The Devil hates you but knows you are his best weapon against God; he will destroy you just to “get” God

ii. Why are they ignorant?

1. Have never been taught

2. Choose to be ignorant like those in 2 Pet 3:5

3. Are lazy and preoccupied (will get into more later)

b. Dumb Dogs

i. Dumb can mean choosing to be quiet or also being unable to speak

ii. “they cannot bark” shows the context is the latter

iii. Why do dogs bark?

1. Because they have been provoked

2. Because they are scared

3. To warn their master that danger is near

iv. Why can’t these watchmen speak?
1. They have nothing to speak about
2. They see no danger
3. They are ignorant of the enemy’s devices (2 Cor 2:11)

a. If you don’t know what danger looks like you cannot warn of it if you see it

b. But remember we have already seen that they are ignorant

c. Lazy

i. “Sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber” describes a lazy man: a sluggard

ii. A lazy watchman is a worthless watchman
iii. The Bible has plenty to say about laziness and those who love sleep

1. Prov 6:9-11

2. Prov 24:33-34

iv. Sleeping on duty is punishable by death in the military

1. Why is this such a big deal?

2. The watchman has the responsibility to protect the ENTIRE camp from an attack by the enemy

3. If the watchman is asleep he cannot provide warning and the entire camp is at risk of death

4. This is just as true in the spiritual application

a. A Christian who is too focused on rest, relaxation, recreation, napping, slumbering will not be able to warn of impending attack

b. All flesh is weak and loves to be at rest but we must overcome the weakness of our flesh because much is at stake

c. There is a time to rest but that time is not all the time
II. They are Hedonistic (vs. 11-12a)

a. They are greedy

i. Never have enough

ii. Interesting that it says greedy dogs

1. Ever seen a dog that was satisfied with treats?

2. Ever seen a dog turn down something from the dinner table because he was full?

b. Cannot understand (Prov 9:10)
i. Understand what?

1. They are shepherds

2. Shepherds have a responsibility to protect their flock

3. They must understand:

a. Their responsibility

b. The dangers that exist

c. What to look for

d. How to be prevent danger

e. How to prepare their flock for danger

f. How to react when danger comes

g. How to care for those in the flock who have been attacked

ii. Why can’t they understand?
1. Too busy looking to their own way

2. Too busy seeking their own gain
3. Too busy satisfying their own lusts

a. They fill themselves with wine

i. What does wine do?

ii. Clouds your ability to think, to react, to make good decisions, to fight

b. They influence others

i. They should be influencing others to perform their duties honorably

ii. But they care only for their own lusts

iii. They cannot because they will not

1. Prov 18:2 – a fool hath no delight in understanding

2. They don’t want understanding

3. They are having too much fun eating, drinking and being merry

III. They are Boastful (vs. 12b)

a. Boasting of tomorrow (James 4:13-16)

i. They boast that tomorrow will be just like today

ii. They become complacent and comfortable and it destroys them!

1. Very common saying in the military is “Complacency Kills”

2. Watchmen cannot become complacent; must always be ready for dangers that may come

b. Belshazzar (Dan 5)

i. Belshazzar was full of greed and lust for fulfilling his own pleasures

ii. He was of the mindset that each new day would bring about more pleasures just like the one before

iii. Yet sudden destruction came upon him

c. Boasting about the future and rejoicing in your boasting is evil

i. We don’t know what shall be on the morrow

ii. We must be sober and vigilant

iii. We must perform our duty as watchmen

iv. We must be aware of the dangers

v. We must be ready to warn those in danger

vi. We must forsake our own desires and care for the needs of others

vii. We must not become complacent

Conclusion:

Watchmen are of the utmost importance in a camp.  Without them, enemies could easily slip in and overrun the camp.  A watchman who knows nothing of his responsibility or the dangers that exist; who is lazy; cares only for his own interests; who is lazy; who seeks to pollute himself with that which would cloud his judgment and ability to perform his duty is derelict in that duty.  A derelict watchman in the military may be punished by death.  Likewise we as Christians, who are watchmen in our own right, must always be ready to sound the warning to all who will heed it and prove faithful in performing our duty.
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