What is Your Life?

James 4:14 – Open with verses 13-17

Introduction:

· Different types of people when considering life
· Some spend great amount of time pondering life; meaning, purpose

· Some couldn’t care less and only want to focus on living while they can

· We shouldn’t be surprised that the Bible has the answers

I. A Question Posed

a. What is your life?

b. Good to consider things like this

i. Psalm 8:3a When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon & the stars
ii. Job 23:15 Therefore am I troubled at his presence: when I consider, I am afraid of him.
c. What is the dominating theme of your life?

i. For example:

1. Michael Jordan

2. Michael Jackson

3. Babe Ruth
ii. We are what our lives are filled with

1. What activities do we spend our time on?

2. What do we read?

3. What do we talk about?

4. What do we think/daydream about?

5. What are our goals?

6. Lu 6:45 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh.
7. Out of the treasure of his heart

a. You can only take what has been put in there

b. Your bank account will only have money; it doesn’t have food or animals

II. A Question Answered

a. It is even a vapour

i. What is a vapour?

1. Some type of element in gas form; water is steam; our breath is a vapour

ii. Characteristics of a vapour

1. Has no knowledge of the future (first part of vs. 14)

2. Does not last long

a. Our lives are very short

3. Lifespan cannot be predicted

a. Ps 90:10 The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.
b. This is not a promise as is evidenced by a brief walk through a cemetery

4. Leaves no lasting effect

a. Billions/trillions of lives lived and how many actually meant anything?

b. Uncle Jimmy

5. Often goes completely unnoticed

a. Walk through a cemetery sometime; how many of those people did you know?

b. How much attention do you pay to people who walk by you on the street?

b. That appeareth for a little time (1 Pet 1:24)
i. It does exist

1. This is an opportunity

2. Our lives are an opportunity and we all choose how we will spend our lives

ii. It appeareth

1. Your life can be sensed (seen, heard, etc)

2. This means that our lives can have an effect

c. And then vanisheth away

i. Once it’s over it’s over

ii. Vanisheth: leaves no trace

1. A vapour does not linger

2. The effect quickly fades

3. May be remembered a short while

4. May not be remembered at all
d. An example of this

i. Luke 12:16-20

1. James 4:13,16

2. So many spend their lives boasting of their plans; this is sin

III. An Alternate Answer

a. You could be a smoker
i. Characteristics of smoke

1. Shares some with vapour

a. Doesn’t last long
b. Lifespan unpredictable
2. Some differences

a. Rarely goes unnoticed
i. Mt 5:13  Ye are the salt of the earth

ii. Salt irritates; you can’t miss it

b. Leaves a lasting effect

i. People want to be remembered

ii. They want to know people will miss them when they’re gone

iii. No better way than through service to Christ that lasts

b. How you can be a smoker (2 Pet 1:12-15)
i. Be saved

1. First and foremost – most important thing you can do

ii. Present yourself to God as a living sacrifice (Rom 12:1)

1. You must make a decision and a commitment

2. Make it definite; make it memorable; make it firm

iii. Know and do the Book

1. Jas 1:22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.
iv. Lead people to Christ

v. Raise your kids for Christ

1. So many examples of this not being done in the Bible

vi. Teach SS/Bible studies

vii. Preach – What?? Yep, preach.
viii. Write a book

ix. Pray for and support missionaries

x. A man was once asked, “Would you not advise young Christians to do something for the Lord?” “No,” was his reply, “I should advise them to do everything for the Lord.”

c. People who were smokers

i. Dr. Fred Porter – God’s Simple Plan of Salvation tract
1. 25th Birthday prayed that God would give him a ministry that will reach souls for Christ, encircle the world, and be carried on long after I am gone.
ii. Edward Kimball
1. Sunday school teacher who led a man to the Lord whose name is well known: D.L. Moody

iii. Many others: Moody, Sunday, Fanny Crosby, C.I. Scofield, Lester Roloff
iv. They didn’t do anything that any of us are incapable of doing

1. We must simply make a determination that our lives are going to be about serving God

2. We must determine that the answer to the question What is your life? can be answered by saying that it is a life devoted to serving God

Conclusion:

· Our lives are so short
· God gives us the opportunity to have our lives count for something

· We can live for ourselves and gain worldly treasures, or just sit around and do nothing

· Or we can determine and make a commitment that our lives are going to count for something and make a difference even after we’re gone

Page 1 of 3

